Thanks for the good comments. The model was based on the Italeri 1A4. I entered It into the Queensland Model and Hobbies Expo the other weekend and won a Bronze medal for It in the Vignettes section. Don't ask me why, but the judges decided it should go there.??????????Every other modeller at the show thought it looked fantastic. Even some of the modellers I've been admiring for years. To give you some idea of what went into the construction of this kit, this is the entry form I submitted:- 

ENTRY FORM

2002 QUEENSLAND SCALE MODELLING CHAMPIONSHIP

DETAILS OF MODEL

NAME: JASON MILLER

CATEGORY ENTERED: Military Vehicles – Class 1 – Large Scale (1/35 and larger).

Dioramas – Open – (all scales and subjects).

MODEL SCALE: Based on the Italeri 1A4.

MODEL SUBJECT: Leopard AS1A4 1 Troop B SQN, 1 Armoured Regiment (TK), RAAC, 2000.

DETAILS OF MODEL: This model depicts a Leopard from 1 Armd Regt on exercise in northern Australia ( 2000). The base kit is the Italeri 1A4, converted into the Australian version with the Armour Bits resin kit. This kit comprises of a photo etched engine deck and turret baskets, periscopes, crew commander’s sight, wind sensor, tool bins, water jerries, spare road wheel and block for the right hand range finder (all of which were detailed even more). All other mods, such as the "Barracuda" camouflage/heat transfer system, were scratch built.

All stowage and CES (complete equipment schedule) are also scratch built, as are the figures; apart from the heads which are from Verlinden, but have been detailed to have more accurate looking VIRCS helmets. The left hand range finder was opened up and detailed, as was the gunner’s sight. The mount for the MG 3 was scratch built, and the sand skirts are modified around the drive sprocket. .50 cal liners are detailed Tamiya pieces. The tracks are from H K Creation.

The three tone camouflage base is Humbrol Green Matt 159, toned down to give a faded appearance. The Tan is Model Master Dark Tan FS 30219. This is the standard number and colour. The black is simply Matt/Flat Black. "Barracuda" is painted in a base colour of Humbrol Matt 110, then a heavy dry brush of Humbrol Matt 93. After this had dried, another heavy dry brush of Humbrol Matt 29 in sections to show the two different colours in the camouflage netting. All markings are from a stencil made by Shane Abdoo, or are hand painted. The model was given a light HB pencil in places to show wear and tear, and a Burnt Umber wash on most of the CES. The model was then weathered with a dust-like shade. 

The diorama is a mix of polyfiller and dirt, painted to look like Mt Bundy in the Northern Territory. Trees are from the garden and my wifes dried flower collection ,and the long grass was a large paint brush. The frame is custom cut to fit a perspex case.

REFERENCES:

· Personal experience and my own photos. 

· Photos supplied by Lt Gallon (A SQN 2/14 LHR, ex 1 Armd Regt). 

· General Manager for "Barracuda" Australia. 

· http//:www.gov.army.au 

· http//:www.hobbyvista.com/anzacsteel.uk

Regards Jason 

P.S. If you do need any work done I would be happy to help out in any way I can. 

